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Policy and Technology: Can They Work Together to Minimize Future Security
Risks?
We all recognize that hindsight is 20-20 and that we often find ourselves in situations where the
politics and policies of the past create challenges for politics and policies of the present. This
talk will explore a current example involving two Presidents, who each was very personally
vested in nuclear issues, each of whom operated in two very different political and threat
environments. In some significant ways, the two resulting Presidential policy directions continue
to interact with each other today. On the one hand, we have President Eisenhower on December
8, 1953, proposing to promote the peaceful uses the atom, and through the successful
implementation of this policy, the United States and other countries exported highly enriched
uranium (HEU) to countries around the world, much of which was used to fuel research
reactors. If we fast forward to the beginning of the 21st century, the events of 9/11, along with
indications that terrorist groups were interested in improvised nuclear devices, accelerated
concerns that too much material that was weapon useable was available in too many places with
too little security. President Obama, in his April 5, 2009 speech in the Czech Republic, asserted
that “. . . the threat of global nuclear war has gone down, but the risk of a nuclear attack has gone
up. . . . Black market trade in nuclear secrets and nuclear materials abound . . . so, we must
ensure that terrorists never acquire a nuclear weapon.” The policy and technical communities
have joined together to respond to the challenge of how to maintain vital peaceful uses research,
while minimizing the risk related to the materials involved. This raises the broader question of
how the policy and technology communities can work together to look at the potential future
consequences of both policy decisions and technological advances, in a world where information
and technology move at astonishing speed
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